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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 7/28/07. Claims 1- 
18 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cornett et al (5,216,612) in view of Vogler et al (6,681,990). 

(A) As per claim 1 , Cornett discloses a method of updating inventory data in an 
inventory management system (See Cornett, Col.23, lines 1-19), the method 
comprising: in a computer software application, requesting a plurality of inventory 
models from the inventory management system (See Cornett, Fig.27; Col.27, lines 48- 
68); selecting at least one model from the plurality of requested inventory models (See 
Cornett, Col.22, lines 59-68 to Col.23, line 11); generating an inventory update form for 
each of the plurality of inventory models in the software application program (See 
Cornett, Fig.12A; Col.25 lines 1-37); populating each inventory update form with 
updated inventory data in the software application program (See Cornett, Col.9, lines 
32-55). 
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Cornett does not explicitly disclose sending the updated inventory data from the 
software application program to the inventory management system. 

However, this feature is known in the art, as evidenced by Vogler. In particular, 
Vogler suggests sending the updated inventory data from the software application 
program to the inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.4, lines 44-67 to Col.5, 
line 14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vogler within the system of Cornett with the 
motivation of enabling adaptive real-time inventory management. Instead of receiving 
periodic reports of aggregated inventory changes, the system enables inventory 
changes to be reported real-time and without human intervention (See Vogler, Col.2, 
lines 25-29). 

(B) As per claim 2, Cornett discloses the method further comprising: determining the 
status of the updated inventory data sent to the inventory management system (See 
Cornett, Col.22, lines 59-68 to Col.23, line 11); and if the status of the updated inventory 
data is failed, then resending the updated inventory data to the inventory management 
system (See Cornett, Col.27, lines 61-68 to Col.28, line 21). 

(C) As per claim 3, Cornett discloses the method further comprising updating the 
inventory management system with the updated inventory data (See Cornett, Col.9, 
lines 32-55). 
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(D) As per claim 4, Vogler discloses the method wherein updating the inventory 
management system with the updated inventory data comprises saving the updated 
inventory data in the inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.4, lines 64-67 to 
Col.5, line 4). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(E) As per claim 5, Vogler discloses the method wherein requesting a plurality of 
inventory models from the inventory management system comprises: logging into the 
inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 10-26); retrieving the plurality 
of inventory models from a database in the inventory management system (See Vogler, 
Fig.2; Col.6, lines 1-25); and saving the plurality of inventory models to a file (See 
Vogler, Col.7, lines 26-49). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(F) As per claim 6, Vogler discloses the method wherein sending the updated 
inventory data from the software application program to the inventory management 
system comprises: sending the updated inventory data to an inventory management 
database (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25); logging into the inventory management 
system (See Vogler, Fig.3; Col.6, lines 49-60); and sending the updated inventory data 
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from the inventory management database to the inventory management system (See 
Vogler, Col.6, lines 56-67). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(G) As per claim 7, Vogler discloses the method wherein the plurality of inventory 
models comprise default configuration data for inventoried equipment in the inventory 
management system (See Vogler, Fig.3; Col.6, lines 34-38). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(H) As per claim 8, Vogler discloses the method wherein the updated inventory data 
comprises specific configuration data for inventoried equipment in the inventory 
management system (See Vogler, Fig.3, Col.6, lines 34-38). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(I) As per claim 9, Vogler discloses the method further comprising retrieving, from 
an external database, provisioning data for the inventoried equipment in the inventory 
management system (See Vogler, Fig.2, Col.6, lines 9-25). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 
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(J) As per claim 10, Cornett discloses a computer system for updating inventory 
data, the computer system comprising: a remote computer in the computer system for 
storing a database comprising inventory model data (See Cornett, Col.23, lines 1-37); a 
network interface (See Cornett, Col. 10, lines 1-10); a client computer, in communication 
with the remote computer over the network interface, the client computer comprising: a 
memory device for storing a program file (See Cornett, Col.9, lines 55-68). 

Cornett does not explicitly disclose a processor, functionally coupled to the 
memory device, the processor being responsive to computer-executable instructions 
contained in the program file, wherein the program file comprises a user interface for: 
requesting the inventory model data from the database; selecting one or more inventory 
models from the requested inventory model data; generating an inventory update form 
from the one or more selected inventory models; populating the inventory update form 
with the updated inventory data; and storing the updated inventory data in the database. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Vogler. In 
particular, Vogler suggested that a processor, functionally coupled to the memory 
device, the processor being responsive to computer-executable instructions contained 
in the program file, wherein the program file comprises a user interface for: requesting 
the inventory model data from the database (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-49); selecting 
one or more inventory models from the requested inventory model data (See Vogler, 
Col. 5, lines 5-29); generating an inventory update form from the one or more selected 
inventory models (See Vogler, Col.5, lines 5-52); populating the inventory update form 
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with the updated inventory data (See Vogler, Col.4, lines 39-43); and storing the 
updated inventory data in the database (See Vogler, Col.4, lines 44-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vogler within the system of Cornett with the 
motivation of enabling adaptive real-time inventory management. Instead of receiving 
periodic reports of aggregated inventory changes, the system enables inventory 
changes to be reported real-time and without human intervention (See Vogler, Col.2, 
lines 25-29). 

(K) As per claim 1 1 , Vogler discloses the computer system wherein the inventory 
model data comprises default configuration data for inventoried equipment stored in the 
database (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 10-35). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(L) As per claim 12, Vogler discloses the computer system further comprising 
retrieving, from an external database, provisioning data for the inventoried equipment in 
the inventory management system (See Vogler, Fig.2, Col.6, lines 9-25). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(M) As per claim 13, Cornett discloses a system for updating inventory data in an 
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inventory management database, the system comprising: a client computer (See 
Cornett Col.23, lines 1-37); a remote computer (See Cornett, Col.23, lines 1-19); a 
network connection between the local computer and the remote computer allowing data 
transfer therebetween (See Cornett, Col. 10, lines 1-10). 

Cornett does not explicitly disclose wherein the remote computer comprises: an 
inventory management database for storing inventory model data; and a software 
application program, residing on the remote computer, for retrieving the inventory model 
data from the database; wherein the local computer comprises: a user interface for: 
requesting the software application program to retrieve the inventory model data from 
the inventory management database; selecting at least one inventory model from the 
received inventory model data; generating an inventory update form from the at least 
one selected inventory model; populating the inventory update form with the updated 
inventory data; and sending the updated inventory data to the inventory management 
database. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Vogler. In 
particular, Vogler suggested wherein the remote computer comprises: an inventory 
management database for storing inventory model data (See Vogler Col.4, lines 1-23); 
and a software application program, residing on the remote computer, for retrieving the 
inventory model data from the database (See Vogler, Col.5, lines 5-52); wherein the 
local computer comprises: a user interface for: requesting the software application 
program to retrieve the inventory model data from the inventory management database 
(See Vogler, Col.6, lines 9-64); selecting at least one inventory model from the received 
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inventory model data (See Vogler, Col. 7, lines 1-20); generating an inventory update 
form from the at least one selected inventory model (See Vogler, Col. 5, lines 5-52); 
populating the inventory update form with the updated inventory data (See Vogler, 
Col.4, lines 39-43); and sending the updated inventory data to the inventory 
management database (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vogler within the system of Cornett with the 
motivation of enabling adaptive real-time inventory management. Instead of receiving 
periodic reports of aggregated inventory changes, the system enables inventory 
changes to be reported real-time and without human intervention (See Vogler, Col.2, 
lines 25-29). 

(N) As per claim 14, Vogler discloses the system wherein the software application 
program is a screen scraper application program (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 25-49). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(O) As per claim 15, Cornett discloses a computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions, which when executed by a computer (See Cornett, 
Col.9, lines 56-68), populating each inventory update form with updated inventory data 
(See Cornett, Col.9, lines 32-55); updating the inventory management system with the 
updated inventory data (See Cornett, Col.9, lines 32-55). 
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Cornett does not explicitly disclose the steps of: requesting a plurality of 
inventory models from an inventory management system; selecting at least one of the 
plurality of inventory models from the inventory management system; generating an 
inventory update form for each of the selected inventory models; sending the updated 
inventory data to the inventory management system; and retrieving, from an external 
database, provisioning data for inventoried equipment in the inventory management 
system. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Vogler. In 
particular, Vogler suggested requesting a plurality of inventory models from an inventory 
management system (See Vogler, Col.5, lines 5-52); selecting at least one of the 
plurality of inventory models from the inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.6, 
lines 9-64); generating an inventory update form for each of the selected inventory 
models (See Vogler, Col.5, lines 5-52); sending the updated inventory data to the 
inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25); and retrieving, from an 
external database, provisioning data for inventoried equipment in the inventory 
management system (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vogler within the system of Cornett with the 
motivation of enabling adaptive real-time inventory management. Instead of receiving 
periodic reports of aggregated inventory changes, the system enables inventory 
changes to be reported real-time and without human intervention (See Vogler, Col.2, 
lines 25-29). 
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(P) As per claim 16, Vogler discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
plurality of inventory models comprise default configuration data for the inventoried 

» 

equipment in the inventory management system (See Vogler, Fig.3; Col.6, lines 34-38). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(Q) As per claim 1 7, Vogler discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
updated inventory data comprises specific configuration data for the inventoried 
equipment in the inventory management system (See Vogler, Fig.3; Col.6, lines 34-38). 

The motivation for combining the respective teachings of Cornett and Vogler are 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above, and incorporated herein. 

(R) As per claim 18, Cornett discloses a method of updating inventory data in an 
inventory management system, the method comprising: in a computer software 
application, requesting a current inventory from the inventory management system (See 
Cornett, Fig.27; Col.27, lines 48-68); receiving the current inventory from the inventory 
management system in the software application program (See Cornett, Col.9, lines 34- 
68); populating the at least one inventory update form with updated inventory data in the 
software application program (See Cornett, Col.9, lines 32-55). 

Cornett does not explicitly disclose generating at least one inventory update form 
for the current inventory in the software application program; and sending the updated 
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inventory data from the software application program to the inventory management 
system. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Vogler. In 
particular, Vogler suggested generating at least one inventory update form for the 
current inventory in the software application program (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25); 
and sending the updated inventory data from the software application program to the 
inventory management system (See Vogler, Col.7, lines 4-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the feature of Vogler within the system of Cornett with the 
motivation of enabling adaptive real-time inventory management. Instead of receiving 
periodic reports of aggregated inventory changes, the system enables inventory 
changes to be reported real-time and without human intervention (See Vogler, Col.2, 
lines 25-29). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not the applied prior art teaches computer-assisted 
parts sales system (5,283,865), vendor-managed inventory method and system 
(2003/0023503), inventory management (2003/0208417) and Peregrine Systems and 
Shaman Corporation Form Alliance to Proactively Manage Software Reliability Across 
The Enterprise by PR Newswire. New York: Sep 8, 1999, pg.1 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vanel Frenel whose telephone number is 571-272-6769. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zeender Ryan Florian can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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